Coralline hydroxyapatite: a bone graft alternative in foot and ankle surgery.
The use of coralline hydroxyapatite has become a viable bone grafting alternative. Its efficacy has been well established through multiple human and animal studies. Coralline hydroxyapatite enhances osteogenesis by providing a biocompatible lattice for the passage and assembly of vascular, fibroblastic, and osteoblastic tissues. It also provides support for surrounding osseous structures. The uses of this material are expanding into the realm of foot and ankle surgery. Its consideration as an appropriate bone graft substitute as well as multiple case studies demonstrating its surgical applicability are discussed. The implants utilized at Thorek Hospital and Medical Center over the past eight years, with an average follow-up of three and one-half years, have proven to be a valuable resource for augmentation where an osseous defect has occurred.